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"The d i s c u s s i o n s which I he ld today wi th t h e M i n i s t e r of 
Na t iona l Development proved, I b e l i e v e , most u s e f u l . I t h i n k 
t h a t t h e r e i s a b e t t e r unde r s t and ing of South A u s t r a l i a ' s wishes 
concerning assu red supply i n t h e River Murray, and a b a s i s has been 
l a i d f o r t a l k s between a l l Governments concerned. I t would not 
be proper f o r me t o make any s ta tement of agreement u n t i l such time 
as I have been ab l e t o consu l t S i r Henry Bol te and Mr. Askin, which 
I w i l l be doing nex t week. 
I was ab l e a l s o t o put t o Mr. P a i r b a i r n t h a t t h e Common-
weal th should g ive c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o p rov id ing f i n a n c e t o South 
A u s t r a l i a and V i c t o r i a f o r Chowilla on the same b a s i s as t h a t 
which i t has agreed wi th New South Wales and has a l r e a d y been a c t i n g 
on. I f t h i s were done, i t would mean t h a t the Chowilla programme 
would i n no way i n t e r f e r e w i th t h e loan works programme of South 
A u s t r a l i a nor of V i c t o r i a , and a dam which would be an impor tan t 
n a t i o n a l a s s e t could be provided wi thout any d i s r u p t i o n of p l ans 
f o r normal works and s e r v i c e s . N a t u r a l l y i t i s no t p o s s i b l e f o r 
the Commonwealth t o g ive an answer on t h i s p roposa l a t t h i s s t a g e , 
bu t I have been asked t o o u t l i n e t h e r e q u e s t i n w r i t i n g so t h a t the 
ma t t e r can be c o n s i d e r e d . 
There was a u s e f u l exchange of views on t h e b a s i s of 
t e c h n i c a l r e p o r t s of South A u s t r a l i a n o f f i c e r s a r i s i n g f rom s t u d i e s 
of t he s a l i n i t y problem, and I t h ink t h e t r i p has been very wor th-
w h i l e . " 
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